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Here’s how to handle, store, and dispose of gasoline safely.  
 
 
 
Gasoline is an important part of our every day lives. It lets us run our cars  
and trucks, getting the kids to school and the groceries home. It helps us keep  
our grass and gardens looking good, powering mowers and lawn care  
equipment. It lets us get away on vacation, running boats, and motorcycles.  
 

 
But gasoline can be dangerous if not handled or stored properly. Gasoline 
should only be used for its intended purpose - as a motor fuel - and stored only 
when absolutely necessary. It should not be used as a solvent, cleaner, 
barbecue starter or for any other non-engine use.  
 

 
That’s why you should take the following precautions when handling, storing, and 
disposing of gasoline. There’s a lot of life in a gallon of gas - if you handle it safely.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C:\Documents and Settings\darren_pn\Desktop\PI+Stuff\Safe storage and handling of petroleum products.doc  



What are some of the standards and regulations regarding storage  
of flammable liquids such as gasoline?  
There are numerous codes, standards, and regulations that cover storage and 
handling of gasoline within the Cayman Islands. For example, fire codes and  
regulations restrict the amount of gasoline an individual homeowner can store  
(usually no more than 25 gallons), in approved containers of less than five  
gallons each. The use of tanks or storage of quantities larger than 25 gallons is  
typically regulated. The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)  
establishes codes and standards for fire-related safety issues. A partial list of 
some of these codes, which are adopted locally by reference in the local Fire  
Code, includes:  

• NFPA 30, Flammable and Combustible Liquids Code  
• NFPA 30A, Automotive and Marine Service Station Code  
• NFPA 37, Standard for the Installation and Use of Stationary  

Combustion Engines and Gas Turbines  
• NFPA 110, Standard for Emergency and Standby Power Systems  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Approved gasoline containers  kerosene container Diesel container  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What precautions should be taken when filling a gasoline container?  
 
 
 
 

• Keep gasoline away from ignition sources like heat, sparks, and flames  
• Do not smoke  
• Shut off the vehicle's engine. Disable or turn off any auxiliary sources of  

ignition.  
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