


EGRESS WINDOWS - Size Requirements

Building Code Excerpt

Below is an excerpt from the Southern Building Code (SBC) regarding egress windows. Please
refer to the Building ControUnit with any questions.

1005.4.3 Maximum height from floor. The emergency
escape and rescue opening shall have a sill height of not
more than 44 inches (1118 mm) above the floor.

3 1005.4.4 Minimum size. The minimum net clear opening
height dimension shall be 24 inches (610 mm). The mini-
mum net clear opening width dimension shall be 20 inch-
s (508 mm). The minimum net clear opening area shall
be 5.7 sq [1(0.53 m?).

Exception: Ground floor openings shall be permitted
1o have a minimum net clear opening of 5.0 sq ft (0.47
m?).

The minimum dimensions required in this section are
shown in Figure 1005.4.4A. The nei ciear opening
area refers to the area made available to the occu-
pant for egress by the normal opening operation of
the window. It should be noted that some window
types hinge in such a way that the opening dimen-
sions available for egress are less than the window
sash dimensions. (See Figure 1005.4.4B.) Note also
that a window with a minimum height of 24 inches
and a minimum width of 20 inches will not provide
the minimum net clear opening area of 5.0 or 5.7 sq.
ft.

Areas for second floor windows are required to be
larger than ground floor windows to account for the
difficulties associated with ladder rescues.

1005.4.5 Security devices. Bars, grilles, grates, or similar
devices shall be permitted provided the minimum size and
operational constraints of such devices are in accordance
with 1005.4.2, 1005.4.3, and 1005.4.4.

Security devices have been the cause of fire deaths
by trapping the occupants and preventing fire depart-
ment rescue personnel from reaching the victims in
time. The same operational constraints and opening
sizes are required for windows and doors.

1005.4.6 Window Wells. An emergency escape and res-
cue opening with a finished sill height below the adjacent
eround level shall be provided with a window well i
accordance with 1005.4.6.1 and 1005.4.6.2.

Emergency escape and rescue openings with the sill
below adjacent ground level must meet all of the pro-
visions for maximum sill height, operational con-
straints and opening sizes of 1005.4.1 through
1005.4.5 and be provided with a window well in the
adjacent ground. (See Figure 1005.4.6.)
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